
Annual Report  

2012-2013 

UTAH  
COMMISSION  

ON AGING  

Inside this report:  

 

Executive Summary 2 

Statutory Purpose 3 

Commission Members 4-8 

 

ePOLST  9-10 

Utah ADRC 11-16 

Housing Workgroup / 

Senior Housing Style 

Guide 

 

 

17-18 

Management and 

Leadership 

19 



Page 2 Utah Commission on Aging 2012 -2013 Annual Report  

U T A H  C O M M I S S I O N  O N  A G I N G  
Executive Summary 

The NEW Utah Commission on Aging  
 

This was a year of reforming the Utah Commission on Aging, as 2013 marked the expira-

tion of the terms of service of the majority of the Commissionõs members. We welcome 

our newly appointed Utah Senator, Brian Shiozawa, MD and from the Utah House of 

Representatives, Stewart Barlow, MD, both of whom bring clinical and health policy 

perspectives on aging services.  We thank Senator Allen Christensen and Representative Jim Bird for their many 

years of service on the Commission.  We will work to continue the engagement of those who have cycled off the 

Commission this year. 

 

As the second Executive Director appointed to lead the Commission, and with our new Chair Becky Kapp, Sys-

tem Continuum of Care Director for Intermountain Healthcare, our primary task was to strategically seek out 

nominees with new ideas, and to re-energize those appointees whose terms of service continued.  We are grateful 

to those who took up the charge to join us, including St. George Mayor Daniel McArthur; retiree William 

Knowles, a transportation champion; and O. Fahina Tavake-Pasi,  representing the National Tongan American So-

ciety, as well as other ethnic minority groups. 

  

The aging baby boom generation created a wide swath for the Commission to work for interagency cooperation.  

Making decisions for another adult, for instance, is challenging. Whether the decision-maker acts informally or as a 

court appointed guardian, people need guidance. Some told us they have a hard time finding it. We found that the 

Aging and Disability Resource Connectionsõ  No Wrong Door system of  client service can be a model for deploy-

ing compassionate guidance to families needing a court appointed guardian for elderly or disabled family members.  

So, the Commission is assisting the Utah Judicial Council.  We are likewise working to serve rural veterans. 

 

To identify a long-term home for the electronic medical registry and information system containing Physician Or-

ders for Life-Sustaining Treatment (POLST), we are bringing together stakeholders from public health, emergency 

services, the state Department of Health, and others, creating buy-in and a plan for transferring critical infor-

mation.  With Salt Lake County Aging Services, we had an opportunity to contribute ideas to Salt Lake Cityõs Ag-

ing in Place Initiative and Downtown Master planning processes.  This has included addressing the mismatch in 

housing and family size and housing stock, with many empty nesters unable to live safely at home. 

 

It takes organizational persistence to address the  large-scale social change that Utah---the sixth fastest aging state 

in the nation---is undergoing. 

 

I would like to personally thank Governor Gary Herbert, Utah AARP Director Alan Ormsby, and the publication 

for state and local leaders, GOVERNING magazine, for creating a key forum on creating communities for all ages. 

They issued the challenge that caused us to generate data supporting awareness of the market for age-friendly 

communities, especially mixed size and mixed market value homes.  More detail is contained in this report, and 

has also been shared in various means with city planners and housing developers across the entire state. 

 

The Commission on Aging has been seasoned through the transitions we experienced in 2013.  Like Utahõs aging 

population, we are growing in our wisdom. 

 

 

 

Anne Palmer Peterson, Ed.D. 

Executive Director 

Anne Palmer Peterson, Ed.D. 
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Utah Code § 63M -11-202  

The Commission's statutory purpose is to: 
 

a. increase public and government understanding  of the current and future 
needs of the state's aging population and how those needs may be most effective-
ly and efficiently met; 

 

a. study , evaluate, and report on the projected impact that the state's increasing 
aging population will have on, and identify and recommend implementation of 
specific policies, procedures, and programs to respond  to the needs and im-
pact of the aging population relating to government  services, health  ser-
vices, social services, the economy , and society  in general; 

 

a. facilitate coordination of the functions of public and private entities 
concerned with the aging population; and 

 

d. accomplish  the following duties: 
 

1. study, evaluate, and report on the status and effectiveness of policies, 
procedures, and programs that provide services to the aging population; 

2. study and evaluate  the policies, procedures, and programs implement-
ed by other states that address the needs of the aging population; 

3. facilitate  and conduct the research and study of issues related to aging; 

4. provide a forum  for public comment on issues related to aging; 

5. provide public information  on the aging population and the services 
available to the aging population; 

6. facilitate the provision of services to the aging population from the 
public and private sectors; and 

7. encourage  state and local governments to analyze, plan, and prepare 
for the impacts of the aging population on services and operations. 

S T A T U T O RY  P U R P O S E  
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M E M B E R S  

Representing  Name  Organization  

Utah Senate Senator Brian Shiozawa, MD Utah Senate 

Utah House of Representatives Rep. Stewart Barlow, MD Utah House of Representatives 

Executive Director, Health W. David Patton 

(proxy Teresa Garrett) 

Utah Department of Health 

Executive Director, Human Services Ann Silverberg Williamson 

(proxy Nels Holmgren) 

Utah Department of Human  

Services 

Director, Governorõs Office of   

Economic Development 

Spencer Eccles 

(proxy Nate Talley) 

Governorõs Office of Economic 

Development 

Executive Director,  

Workforce Services 

Jon Pierpont  

 

Utah Department of Workforce 

Services 

Utah Association of Counties Barry Burton Davis County 

Utah League of Cities and Towns Mayor Daniel McArthur City of St. George 

Business Community Mary Street Commerce Real Estate 

Higher Education Mark Supiano University of Utah 

Area Agencies on Aging Sarah Brenna Salt Lake County Aging Services 

Charitable Organizations Frances Wilby Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

Health Care Providers Becky Kapp Intermountain Healthcare 

Financial Institutions Tracey Larsen Bank of American Fork 

Legal Profession Troy Wilson, J.D. Wilson Estate Elder Law 

Public Safety Michael Cupello Peace Officers Training 

Transportation William (Bill) Knowles Public Transportation 

Ethnic Minorities O. Fahina Tavake-Pasi Utah Tongan Society 

Long-Term Care for the Elderly Gary Kelso Mission Health Services; Utah 

Health Care Association 

Advocacy Organizations Alan Ormsby, J.D. AARP 

General Public Elizabeth (Bette) Vierra Public Citizen 
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William (Bill) Knowles 

Public Transportation 

Gary Kelso 

Long-term Care for the Elderly 

Spencer Eccles 

Executive Director of Economic Development 

Teresa Garrett 

Representing Utah Department of Health 

Nels Holmgren 

Representing Utah Dept. of Human Services 

Becky Kapp, Chair 

Representing Health Care Providers 
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Not Pictured 

Representative Stewart Barlow, MD 

Utah House of Representatives 

Sarah Brenna 

Utah Area Agencies on Aging 

Barry Burton 

Utah Association of Counties 

Michael Cupello 

Public Safety Sector 

Spencer Eccles 

Executive Director of Economic Development 
Teresa Garrett 

Representing Utah Department of Health 



 

 

Page 6 Utah Commission on Aging 2012 -2013 Annual Report  

William (Bill) Knowles 

Public Transportation 

Gary Kelso 

Long-term Care for the Elderly 

Nels Holmgren 

Representing Utah Dept. of Human Services 

Becky Kapp, Chair 

Representing Health Care Providers 

Tracey Larsen 

Bank of American Fork 

Alan Ormsby, J.D. 

Advocacy Organizations - AARP 
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Jon Pierpont 

Executive Director, Dept. of Workforce Services 

Mary Street 

Business Community 

Senator Brian Shiozawa, MD 

Utah Senate 

O. Fahina Tavake-Pasi 

Ethnic Minorities 

David Patton 

Executive Director of Health 

Mark Supiano, MD 

Higher Education in Utah 


